Affton Christian Food Pantry
SPRING 2017
Caring for Our Seniors
Our partnerships with Operation Food
Search and the St. Louis Area
Foodbank allow us to extend the food
donations we receive from our Member
Churches and individuals, ensuring that
we continue to provide 7-10 days of
groceries for every family we serve,
every 2 weeks.
This winter, the St. Louis Area
Foodbank
opened up the federal “Senior Box” program to more food pantries
for the first time in many years. Beginning this spring, ACFP senior
citizens who are living below the poverty level will receive a box of
nutritionally-balanced food each month, in addition to the selection
of fresh, frozen, and shelf-stable groceries we provide them.
Our seniors are grateful for this additional food. One client, Joe*,
commented that he was grateful it was “his” Saturday at the pantry;
his fridge and cabinets were completely empty. Learning that he
would be receiving an additional box of food each month, Joe
smiled, “Well, tomorrow is my birthday, and you couldn’t have
given me a better present!”

CURRENT NEEDS
o
o
o
o
o

Cereal
Boxed Side Dishes
Dry Rice/Beans
Canned fruit
Peanut Butter

Member Churches
Affton Christian
Affton Presbyterian
Church of the ReformationLutheran
Cure of Ars
Eden U.C.C.
New Apostolic
Our Lady of Providence
Rooftop
Salem Lutheran

SAVE THE DATES!
Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more
info on these upcoming events at the ACFP:

June 17, 2017

Dinner Auction … June 17
Saturday Jubilee… June 24
Trivia Night… September 23
Health Fair… September 30

Seven Holy Founders
St. Dominic Savio
St. George
St. Mark
St. Simon the Apostle
Zion Methodist
Together, we can
make a difference!

SPOTLIGHT ON: BOARD MEMBER GENE MURPHY
Gene Murphy, one of the founding members of the Affton Christian Food Pantry,
served as president of the Board in the early years of its operation. Today, Gene
remains an active board member, representing Seven Holy Founders, as well as
delivering bread for the pantry every month.
A proud son of an Irish father and Polish mother, Gene is a native St. Louisan, and a
graduate of both SLUH and SLU. After college, Gene joined the family business,
owning and running a Ben Franklin store at 23rd and Market. When the business was
sold in the 1960s, he went to work for Kellwood, retiring in 2001.
He and his wife, Barb, have been members of Seven Holy Founders for 45 years. Father of six
and grandfather to 14, Gene is very active in his family’s lives. When he and Barb are not
volunteering in the community, they enjoy traveling & rooting for the Cardinals and Blues.
If Gene had a magic wand, he would grant this wish for ACFP: “It would be wonderful to be
able to deliver to our shut-in community. It would require some major planning, but it
would be a help to people who are in great need. That’s why the food pantry is here,
and we can never lose that focus.”

Art, Dance & Food?
Our motto is “Together, we can make a difference.” Every
February, the Bayless School District puts this motto into
action, as they host the “Souper Bowl for Hunger.” This
th

event, which celebrated its 5 year this February, is the
brain child of FACS teacher, Melinda Brown, and art teacher
Patti Mudd, but extends now through the entire Bayless
School District.
This year, more than 250 ceramic bowls were hand-painted
by students in grades 5-12. An art show on January 25
generated excitement for the main event - the Souper Bowl for Hunger – on February 3.
Bayless Elementary School hosted the event in its’ newly renovated cafeteria. Students
from the schools entertained guests with live music and even a dance performance by
th

the award-winning 5 grade Ballroom Dance team. Patrons clapped along as the
students showed off their Fox Trot, Swing Dance, and Waltzing moves.
Each guest received a bowl of homemade chili, soup or mac & cheese, along with a freshbaked roll, dessert, and big smiles from the Bayless High School Culinary Students.
In all, the event raised $3,600 and collected nearly 500 cans of food for the ACFP. But,
it’s not over yet. Next month, Ms. Brown and Ms. Mudd will take the high school
students shopping and will purchase $3,600 worth of food for the ACFP! That’s how
Bayless School District works together to make a difference!

From Our Director’s Desk

THANK YOU to our
“A Place at the Table” monthly
donors:
Joe & Jamie Adams
Douglas Beck
Ann Becker
Jane & Dave Benson
Jeremy Bruner
Celeste & Daniel Burke
Emily, Aidan, & Freddie
Coste
Ann D'Agostin
Joan Edelson
Stacey Gish
Kathleen Hunn
Gary & Marianne Hutti
Janet Jackson
Phyllis Kent
Larry Kozuszek
Joanie & Mike Peroutka
Mary Sue Rennells
Robert Rhodes
Elizabeth Schnurbusch
Trudy Seise
Patricia Siegfried
Cynthia Steenberg
Christina Tenney
Mike Toohey
Mary & Todd Wolfram

I’m always humbled by the different ways our
donors care for our client families. In recent
months, several examples come to mind:
•

When one of our founders, Gene Haessig, celebrated his
90

th

birthday last fall, guests brought food and cash

donations to the ACFP in lieu of gifts, and Gene gave a
heartfelt speech about his love for the pantry
•

To honor his legacy and his life, the family and friends of
George Lampe requested donations of nonperishable food
in lieu of flowers at his funeral

•

Every year on what would have been their son’s birthday,
Dave & Cathy Banner honor his memory with a gift to a
local charity. This year, Eddie would have turned 25,
and they brought us 25 breakfasts, lunches, and dinners

to share with our families.
•

Nine-year-old twins, Aidan & Freddie set aside $2 each
from their allowances every month to contribute to their
family’s
“A Place at the Table” monthly gift

These are just a few examples of the many ways our donors
make a difference for families in need, every single day!

Thank you to Ameren and IBEW 1439 & 1455 for your
donations totaling $1,715 this past December…and your
donation of time and talent this March!
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Our Mission:
To live the Christian
principles of our
member churches by
providing a continuous
and reliable source of
food and assistance to
those in need in the
Affton community.
Together, we can
make a difference!

Get Involved… Stay Informed
“Like” us on Facebook to stay on top of the latest happenings at ACFP &
visit our website often… http://AfftonChristianFoodPantry.com

Keeping Our Shelves Full
ACFP volunteer, Ed Trenary, is a very busy man. Retired from Fabick Cat after 32 years
as traffic manager, Ed has yet to slow down.
A member of St. George for over 30 years, Ed and his wife, Jeannette, have been some
of the longest active members of the Affton Christian Food Pantry. “We were in the
old building across from the church. It was St. George’s food pantry then. The old
building was torn down, and it is now our parking lot.”
Ed’s specialty is shopping. He picks up detergent, eggs, and other items the pantry needs, but may not be
receiving as donations. “I told them I would help if I could work with my hands.”
Ed also uses his hands to make a difference every Wednesday at the South County Nursing Home where
he plays piano for the residents. When Ed and Jeannette are not volunteering at ACFP, they love to travel,
and they enjoy visiting casinos. Later this year, Ed has plans for a trip to Las Vegas.
Asked, “If you had a magic wand, what would be your wish for ACFP?”, Ed answered, “Keep the shelves
full. That’s the best way we can help people.”

